To:  	Mr. Alan Martinson
	Chair – Idaho Association of County Weed Superintendent

RE:  Nomination for County Weed Superintendent of the Year – Mitch Whitmill, Jefferson

Dear Mr. Martinson,
	I am writing to you and your executive board in support of presenting the County Weed Superintendent of the Year to Mr. Mitch Whitmill with Jefferson County Weed. 
Mitch has been the CWS for Jefferson County for only 3 years, but has been influencing the weed world for many years.  Mitch held the CWS position in Clark County for numerous years where he developed strong relationships with the weed warriors in the area, plus he built a relationship with Montana to help protect Idahos’ border along I-15.  He built one of the first ATV/Truck Wash stations for any user to help keep weeds from spreading across lands.  His efforts to control Leafy spurge using an IPM approach did more to protect the Natural Resources of the area than any CWS Clark had seen before.  Unfortunately, the weed department lost Mitch to the Road and Bridge.  Initially this was a loss, but the collaboration that Mitch showed between the new Road and Bridge and the Weed Department developed into a network of new eyes to help the new CWS find patches that had gone un-noticed.  Over three years ago, Mitch brought this experience to Jefferson County where he has been able to grow the program from a ‘lame-duck’ system to one that can be looked up to in the area.  He was able to convince the County Commissioners to allow him to build his own shop, which in its own, helped build a stronger tie to the failing community of Roberts.  Mitch has promoted education throughout the county by hosting numerous evening meetings, attended many speaking engagements at the schools, he actually made it through Leadership Idaho Agriculture, hosted many workdays to protect the river corridor along the Snake River, and has been able to almost double the weed budget.  His ability to educate the landowners and commissioners in admirable by many of us in the area.  
	Mitch is the current Chairman of the Eastern Idaho Weed Control Association and Chair of the Upper Snake River Cooperative Weed Management Area.  His leadership in these groups has proved that he is committed to protecting the natural resources in the area as well as worthy of the County Weed Superintendent of the Year.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Pettingill, Bonneville County Weed Control
