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Chairman Kali Sherrill welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.   
Brian Wilbur shared information about a Nuisance Ordinance that was introduced this legislative session.  He explained this would assist them with enforcements for non-noxious weeds.  He made it clear that if this legislation passes it does not become another duty for the weed superintendents.  Ada County wants the ability to have the ability to enforce, collect and tax for this.  Brian explained issues they have encountered with foreclosed properties and why this would be helpful.  

Announcements-
Kali announced that the Idaho Noxious Weed Books will be available tomorrow and Dan Safford stated they have one box for each county.  

The summer meeting was discussed July 15, 16, 17, 2011 in Twin Falls County at Nat Soo Pa near Rogerson. This is located 20 miles from the Nevada Border and they have a pool, RV hookups, tent camping etc.  This will be a fun meeting as well as educational.  She is setting up a tour of test plot sites please check our website for more information.

Kali expressed our thanks to Jim Martell and his staff for taking care of all our needs for tomorrow’s meeting.  

NPDES Permits-Dirk Helder, EPA stated he expected the NPDES Permit to be finalized by now but it is not.  Last Wednesday House/Senate hearings were held and Norm Semanko and the Colorado Dept. of Ag. Pesticide Use Director made compelling arguments that his might not be the best approach.  Congress wrote the Clean Water Act and they wrote the Pesticide Act.  At this point there are three options.  Congress could modify any legislation, on or before April 10th the courts could grant an extension or nothing is done and it gets implemented on April 10th.  He feels there might be a possibility for an extension.  Dirk suggested making your pesticide applications before April 10th or postpone them to safeguard ourselves.  He stated Oregon/Washington permits do not change and the other 42 states will develop permits.  In Idaho the EPA will have the permit which there will be no charge for.  The cost is $500 per year for Oregon & Washington permits.  In Idaho permits will be good for 5 years and reviewed at that time.  Permit is based upon Best Management Practices.  Drift is not included in the permit nor is return Ag flow.  Traditional Ag is exempt from this.  
The uses that will be covered include mosquito and flying insect control, aquatic weed and algae control, aquatic nuisance animal control, and forest canopy pest control.  He touched on the fact that at this time no one can explain “in, near or around water”; there is talk that clarification will come.  The Notice of Intent (NOI) was then discussed.  This is required by the Clean Water Act.  It is a one- time submission and is a matter of public information.  We will be working under the permit all the time.  Water samples will not be required.  Decision makers are those who this will affect.  You will be in charge of all the reporting and record keeping.  The goal is to have the permit available to all applicators by mid-March.  This permit will not be applicable to homeowners associations or small applicators.  CWMA workdays were questioned?  Under the court ruling every application at, near or around water needs to be covered by a permit.  We will need to work with those volunteering on workdays to provide us copies of their calibration records.  We must have these.  All applicators must follow the permit rules including submitting the annual report.   If you are outside the perimeters of waters of the US then you do not need a permit.  The superintendent will be responsible for all of his/her own applications as well as our employee’s applications whether we are paid to make these or it is a verbal recommendation.  Are they paid or volunteer under our permit?  Dirk thinks if we are providing the product, deciding what and when to apply etc. that puts the responsibility on us.  If a federal agency hires us and tells us what to do we would be operating under their permit.  What are the chances of a private applicator providing us with their equipment maintenance records?  Dirk thinks we could also have 2-permits that cover the same piece of property.  Enforcements: if we require a landowner to make a treatment in an enforcement situation this will fall under our permit.  Dirk felt the group brought up some excellent points he asked that we put 3-4 questions together and submit them to him immediately.  He also wants us to remember that Ag is exempt from this.  Dirk stated the last draft of this document is 80 pages.  EPA will be the agency policing this.  He will do his best to keep representatives of organizations apprised of the current happenings.  He suggests we schedule all applications in April away from water.  The group thanked Dirk for the information he provided.  
LIA-Mitch Whitmill shared his LIA experience.  Congrats Mitch you make us proud!

HHC-Jeffrey Pettingill explained that HHC stands for the Healthy Habitats Coalition. Idaho is sending 2 teams Alan/Kali and Jeffrey/Daniel.  They are traveling to Washington, D.C. to lobby for permanent funding for invasive species.  There are 34 people attending this event.  He further explained the benefits this could provide for Idaho if they are successful.

Legislative Directories-Daniel explained the directories and that we could provide one in the future to each county weed superintendent by increasing dues to cover the book.  He asked that if you are interested in that occurring to please get with your Region Rep and they can report back to the Executive Board.  He has 20 books available to those who have not already received one.
Meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.  Recertification credits were given.

ANNUAL MEETING DAY #2 TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 2011 

Chairman Sherrill opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Brian Wilbur distributed copies of the proposed Nuisance Law.  

Equipment Panel-
Mike Bottoms, Boise County stated to be sure and have your equipment weighed because if you are in an accident the first thing they will do is weight your vehicle to make sure you are not overweight.  He shared the various types of equipment they use and included stimulus update for Boise County.  

Brian Wilbur, Ada County stated that they charge $64 per hour plus chemical.  He showed the various types of equipment they use as well as details about their program.  

Jim Martell, Canyon County stated they charge $75 per hour plus chemical and they charge the same hourly rate for mowing.  They do no highway district spraying.  He shared the various types of equipment they use.  

Thank you to Mike, Brian and Jim for sharing their various types of equipment.

All About Jefferson County’s Weed Program-Mitch Whitmill, Jefferson County shared their office is centrally located in Roberts, Idaho.  His budget was $40,000 6 years ago and he has grown it to $237,000 by developing this program. Mitch employee’s 2-13 people but he is the only full time employee.  He also serves as a backup snow plow driver.  Thank you Mitch.

Break
Idaho Association of Counties-Dan Chadwick, IAC Executive Director shared the most important elected official in each county is the county clerk.  Counties are required to deliver services the state doesn’t want to.  He stressed the importance and nature of relationships.  His best advice is to keep your head down and stay out of the politics with the county commissioners.  You need the clerk on your side and the key is to convince her of your needs prior to the budget writing process.  This is very important since the clerk makes recommendations to the county commissioners.   We need to work on strong budgeting relationships with our clerks make them our advocate.  He started as a page in the legislature in 1968.  Tony Poinelli is his Deputy Director; they have worked together for 25 years.  He implied we request that we do our own reductions in our budgets if this is necessary.  It was pointed out to him the noxious weed law is state law however many of our weed superintendents answer to another department head who may not even understand or care about weeds.  Some answer to Parks & Rec., Public Works, Road and Bridge and the list goes on.  It was stressed that commissioners need to understand how important it is that they are communicating with their weed sup.  We are asking Dan for help on how to educate them?  Dan stated that IAC meets three times per year with commissioners and clerks.  They have the Legislative Conference, a June meeting and their Annual Meeting in September.  He suggested maybe doing a 1.5 hour training where there is nothing else going on and feels the June meeting would be the best.  He stated that Linda Poston, Boundary County is the President of the Commissioners-Clerks Association.  
Break

GeoCaching for Weeds-Jacob Mundt shared that Google Earth can charge for using their maps if you are making money off of them.  Jacob offered help to anyone who would like to call him.  The website is www.geocaching.com=GPS coordinates.  There are 1.3 million active caches in the world today.  Idaho has an active geo-caching population.  Ada County placed caches by noxious weeds to help educate these folks about weed control.  The public is also helping to call in new infestations.  This is very popular and their office is getting calls because of a story by the media that reached nearly 3 million people.  Kali thanked Jacob for his presentation.  

Business Meeting-Chairman Sherrill called the business meeting to order.  

Regarding Minutes:  Minutes of the 2010 Annual Meeting were reviewed.  Motion was made by Jeffrey Pettingill to accept the minutes as written, seconded by Brad Bluemer.  Motion carries unanimous.

Regarding Financial Report:  Bonnie presented the financial report as follows:  1/1/2010 beginning balance =$6,450.76; ending balance 12/31/2010 =$6,583.74 members also received hard copies of the financial statement for 2010.  2010 income totaled $3,985 with expenses totaling $3,852.02.  Motion was made by Terry Lee to accept the financial report as presented, seconded by Mike Bottoms.  Motion carries unanimous. 

Executive Board members stated the board is putting together a proposed budget which should be completed for review by the Summer Meeting.   
Cost Share Review Committee-Kali explained who has been serving on this committee and extended the groups thanks for those that have previously served as well as those who will serve in the future.  Daniel stated he has served on the committee for 2 years and that ISDA will begin docking points if CWMA’s do not follow the correct format.  He shared there is $1.7 million in funding for 2011 and there were $2.3 million in requests.  All education was cut, if the committee did not feel it was a legitimate request it was cut.  He stated if you called in you could answer questions that the committee might have or provide some further explanation to prove the legitimacy of your request.  He highly recommends calling in or coming for the interview because if you do not they have no way of knowing additional details.  He added that ISDA has scoring criteria please make sure you include what you are doing and stressed the required criteria is important to touch on. Next year there will be no BLM money and the Forest Service funds are decreasing each year.   Award letters should be going out starting this week.  He suggested folks look for other sources for education funding.  
New Business-
Election of Vice Chairman-

Kali announced the election of a vice president.  This is a two year term with the vice chair transitioning to chair.  The names submitted for the ballot are:  Daniel Bertram, Terry Lee and Jeffrey Pettingill.  Nominations from the floor will be accepted.  No further nominations; ballot’s were distributed to voting members.  Congratulations Daniel Bertram, vice president.  Motion was made by Terry Ruby to destroy the ballots seconded by Mike Bottoms.  Motion carries unanimous.
Membership Dues-Daniel explained the board had asked Bonnie to review the last 10 years of actual budgeted numbers for our organization.  He explained this is not an ideal time for increases however we are spending more than we are generating annually.  The board feels like it is necessary to increase our annual dues by $25 per year.  For clarification:   $100 per voting member per year; if paid after December 31st $125 per year.  Motion was made by Terry Lee to increase dues from $75 per year to $100 per year, if paid after December 31st $125 per year.  Seconded by Mike Bottoms, motion carries unanimous.  
Awards-


5 yr. award certificates were presented to the following:



Daniel Bertram-Lemhi County



Bryce Fowler-Freemont County



Howard Sevy-Payette County


10 yr. plaques were presented to the following:


Terry Lee-Camas County


15 yr. plaques were presented to the following:



Todd Transtrum-Bear Lake County


Denny Williams-Clearwater County

The Superintendent of the Year Award was given to Paul Muirbrook accepted by Jeffrey Pettingill.  Paul’s name was submitted by Jeffrey Pettingill.  The winner was chosen by Alan Martinson and Brad Bluemer.  They explained it was so difficult to choose this year that another Weed Superintendent of the Year award was presented to Bonnie Davis, submitted by Jim Martell.  Brad encouraged folks to nominate their fellow weed superintendents we need to recognize our colleagues. Congratulations to all who received recognition today.

Website Material-Daniel explained a bit about the website and information you would like posted can be sent to either he or Bonnie.  
Alan extended the organizations thanks to Kali for chairing the last two years.  Kali turned the meeting over to new chair, Alan Martinson.

Motion was made by Mike Bottoms to adjourn the business meeting, seconded by Brad Bluemer.  Motion carries unanimous.
Chairman Martinson thanked Jim Martell for arranging for the delicious lunch.  

All About Oneida County’s Weed Control Program-Aaron Hull shared there was 4100 residents in the 2001 census.  Malad is the county seat and the land is 55% public and 45 % private.  He shared their equipment and their budget has grown from $77,000 to $110,000.  Great job Aaron thanks you.

Stimulus Update-Cindy Lynse filled in for Poppy who was unable to be with us.  She explained both the Forest Service and BLM stimulus programs including projects completed to date.  She explained the stimulus was about jobs creation.  She explained the differences regarding usage of the BLM and Forest Service awards.  Those interested can visit www.recovery.gov  for more information.  

New Chemistry Herbicides-Pat Thomas, CPS shared information regarding Frequency, covered UV resistance and cost increases for 2011.

Mike Biscieglia, Nu Farm Americas touched on labels that will meet NPDES requirements as well as E-2, Edict, Aquasweep and Cleansweep D.  

Reminder of the Executive Board Meetings throughout the year as well as the Summer Meeting.

Meeting adjourned. 4:00 p.m.  Recertification credits were given.
IAWCS





IIII





Chair:


Alan Martinson


Latah County


P.O. Box 8068


Moscow, ID 83843


(208) 883-7210





Vice-Chair:


Daniel Bertram


Lemhi County


200 Fulton St. Ste 201


Salmon, ID 83467


(208) 756-2815





Secretary-Treasurer:


Bonnie Davis


Washington County


P.O. Box 865


Weiser, ID 83672


(208) 414-1950























IAWCS ANNUAL MEETING FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 1, 2011                      2

