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Work on 4 problems in your County

Economic Development, Roads, Law Enforcement, and Weeds

Can only work on 3 – what do you cross off?
Why Cross off Weeds?

· As we drive up and down the roads, and go about our daily business, we see green or brown. 

· We DON’T see the different shades of green or brown.
The traditional definition of weed is…

· A plant out of place                                                

· Any undesirable or unwanted plant

· A plant whose use has not been found yet

These are now the OLD definitions of a weed 

The NEW definition of a weed

A weed is a plant that is…

· Invasive and Aggressive

· Highly reproductive

· Phenotypically Adaptive

· Genotypically Adaptive

· Opportunistic

· Non-Native 




Dr. Rich Old

“When I retire, if things are as bad as they are today, then we will have been successful in fighting in fighting weeds.”




 Dr. Rich Old about 1980

In 2008 in the US, $3 billion was spent on…..?

· Forest and wildland fires

· $1.5 billion from USFS

· $1.5 billion from other Fed (BLM), state (IDL, TPA) and local fire depts.

· The FS Budget for 2008 was $3 Billion.

In 1998 $138 Billion was the cost of…..? 

· Damages and losses in the US from invasive non-indigenous species.

· Numbers from Dr. David Pimentel el’s abstract June 12, 1999

Definition of Indigenous:

Native, or from a particular area or region

Definition of Non-Indigenous:

Non-Native

Plants

· Most established alien plants were brought for food, fiber, medicinal or ornamental reasons

· Estimated 5000 have escaped and exist in natural US ecosystems

· Compared to17,000 species of native US plants

Crops in 1998
· $24 Billion – reduced crop Yields 

· $3 Billion - control costs for non-native plants in crops

· $1 Billion – reduced forage from non-native plants

· $5 Billion - control costs for non-native plants in pasture & rangelands

· $500 million – Control non-native weeds residential 

· $1 Billion – Control non-native weeds on golf courses

· TOTAL $ 34,500,000,000

IAWCS: Idaho Association of Weed Control Superintendents

· 42 Weed Superintendents in 44 Counties 

· 6 Regions

· Executive Board

· Spring, Summer, and Fall Executive Board meetings
· Annual meeting with the Idaho Weed Control Association
· www.iawcs.org

· Are an affiliate of IAC

IAWCS MISSION STATEMENT:     

· “Empowering our professional county weed superintendents with the best available resources to enhance statewide collaboration for invasive plant management.” 
The Importance of Communication

· Do you regularly meet with your Weed Superintendent?

Ask you to REMEMBER 3 things: 

· REMEMBER the New Weed Definition

· REMEMBER the high cost of Weeds (Non-Native Plants)

· REMEMBER to meet regularly with your Weed Superintendent

Weeds can move up a few rungs on the priority ladder!
